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I first came across the Toolboxes and one called “Where’s the Party At” when teaching Home Economics at Katherine High School.  And found that there were lots of work sheets and areas I could go into.  Then the careers people, when I moved down here, the careers people from Darwin actually came to Ashes and showed us a few of the careers toolboxes. 

I started to explore them and started to use them in different classes, but also as a make up activity at the end of the lesson for students who were working, had finished their work and needed 10 minutes of something to go on with within an area of their interest.

I’ve used that Toolbox in creative writing.  I’ve used it in Home Economics, of course, I’ve used it in SOCE for drug education, there’s maths activities within the Toolbox that you could use in a maths class, but it’s just how you apply the individual activities.
For me, I’m now a Careers Coordinator and I resource things for a lot of staff across two schools and a lot of subject areas.  The best thing for me about using the toolboxes is the kids love them.  They are engaging.  They were fully immersed very quickly in what they were doing.  It is dealing with their interest and also it’s the fact that as a careers advisor, I can show them where the learning institutions are, where the jobs are, but I can’t be an expert on all those fields.  And, I certainly don’t want to learn diesel mechanics to instruct a student on how to do it.  And so, this provides me with that expert resource that I can then elaborate on.
Because I am referring these toolboxes to a lot of other teachers, all toolboxes have their individual manual that’ll show you the way to work through them.  I can pass the manuals on to people.  As the students – these are designed for adults or senior secondary students, but I am using them with middle school students to spark their interest.  Because we have legal trouble with sending them out on work experience, this is one way of engaging them with industry.
